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UMaine to Host Summer Institute to Improve Teaching of Writing 
ORONO, Maine --Twenty-seven teachers have been selected as the first participants in 
the Maine Writing Project, which opens this summer at the University of Maine. The 
competitive program for exemplary teachers of literacy and writing will produce a force 
of highly trained writing instructors for Maine students and for other teachers. 
In its first year, the program will operate under the auspices of the National Writing 
Project (NWP) and is expected to be an official NWP site next year, according to Jeffrey 
Wilhelm, UMaine assistant professor of literacy education who initiated and will direct 
the summer writing institute. The UMaine project follows NWP guidelines and standards 
in process and programming. 
Maine is one of only five states that do not currently have a NWP site, according to 
Wilhelm. The Maine Writing Project is an excellent way to show the need, commitment 
and quality that merit support for this nationally recognized and proven university/school 
partnership program, he says. 
The NWP, now in its 25th year, is a successful grassroots teaching initiative dedicated to 
the improvement of student writing and the teaching of writing across the curriculum and 
in all grade levels. It is a teachers-teaching teachers model, with teachers from the 
primary grades through the university level working as colleagues in a collaborative 
program. 
Local sites are usually funded by multiple sources that include the host institution, 
participating and surrounding school districts, and federal and state support. 
Approximately 30 states currently receive state funding to help support NWP programs, 
but Maine is not among them, according to Wilhelm. 
Participants are selected on the basis of their demonstrated success as teachers of writing 
and for their promise as equally successful teachers of other teachers. On completion of 
the program and proven demonstration of their effectiveness in the new role of teaching 
teachers, the participants join an extensive network ofNWP consultants who provide in-
service workshops in schools around the country. 
"Acceptance as a Writing Project Fellow is both a privilege and an obligation," says 
Wilhelm, explaining that the teachers improve their own skills through specialized 
training and make a commitment to provide instruction to other teachers. "Maine will 
have a cadre of highly qualified teacher consultants to provide professional development 
in writing across the curriculum for schools throughout the state. This is a particularly 
valuable and creative resource for a rural and entrepreneurial state like Maine," he says. 
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Wilhelm, a NWP consultant for 14 years, works at project sites around the country, and 
later this summer has been invited to serve as a consultant at eight NWP sites in 
California. 
The UMaine program provides the opportunity for teachers to write extensively, as well 
as to read, research and talk with colleagues about the teaching of writing, and to hear 
and work with Maine writers and widely recognized authorities on teaching and writing. 
Maine Writing Project fellows attended a pre-session in early May and will return to 
UMaine June 30-July 11 and August 10-15 for the major program, with a follow-up in 
the fall. 
The Fellows for the first Maine Writing Project, selected through a comprehensive 
nomination and application process, are: 
• Tanya Baker, Brewer High School 
• Lynn Bonsey, Surry Elementary School 
• Mary Cluff, Hodgkins School, Augusta 
• Julie Dube, Old Town High School 
• Margaret Freese, Norridgewock, literacy volunteer and full-time UMaine graduate 
student 
• Tory Haiss, Lawrence High School, Fairfield 
• Karen Hayes, Halldale High School, Farmingdale 
• Julie Housum, Mattanawcook Junior High, Lincoln 
• Shelley Jackson, Brooklin School 
• Steve Kaback, Old Town High School 
• Suzy Kaback, Holbrook School, Holden; Project co-director 
• Judy Kaber - Robertson School, Belfast 
• Rich Kent, Mountain Valley High School, Rumford 
• Ann Marston, Bangor High School 
• Connie McCarthy, China Middle School 
• Rheba Michaud, Sedomocha Middle School, Dover-Foxcroft 
• Mary Moreau, Helen Hunt School, Old Town 
• Sharon Murray, Samuel L. Wagner Middle School, Winterport 
• Darlene Paine, Holbrook School, Holden 
• Rae Ann Pelletier, Boothbay Region Middle School 
• Chris Prickitt, Dexter Middle School 
• Linda Reynolds, Emerson School, Bar Harbor 
• Sue Santore, Sedomocha Middle School, Dover-Foxcroft 
• Natine Abreu Shaw, Chelsea School 
• Carol Smith, Penquis Vally Middle School, Milo 
• Jane Theoharides, Mattanawcook Junior High, Lincoln 
• Jeffrey Valence, Foxcroft Academy, Dover-Foxcroft 
The Writing Project is not limited to teachers in traditional settings. Teachers of literacy 
and writing in community, alternative school, non-school and university settings are also 
invited to apply for future sessions. The 1998 session will take place July 6-31. 
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